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Calgary's King Edward School to be reborn as creative hub
cSPACE

By Marsha Lederman

Closed in 2001, the 103-year-old building will feature studios, production facilities and a 130-seat
theatre

The King Edward School was built with sandstone in South Calgary in 1912, closed by the school board in 2001 and
is about to rise again — as cSPACE King Edward. A groundbreaking ceremony will be held next Wednesday for the
project: a 47,000-square-foot creative hub and arts incubator for a diverse group of artists and arts organizations. It
will have studios, offices and production facilities, as well as exhibition and performance spaces — including a 130-
seat theatre built in a new glass wing.

The idea is to bring artists, non-profits and creative entrepreneurs together "to collaborate, feed off each other's
energy and create new work," cSPACE president and chief executive Reid Henry says. "I'm very interested in this
building being a place where every facet of the cultural and creative sector come together, so whether you're working
in community projects or non-profit, performance art or commercial art, even, ... we want to be a space for them to
incubate their ideas."

The building is scheduled to open in late 2016 with tenants such as the Alberta Craft Council, the experimental
company Theatre Encounter and the collaborative arts centre Studio C.

Outside the LEED Gold project, an arts-infused park will have four art cubes for pop-up works of public art and tiny
exhibitions.

cSPACE bought the site in inner-city, up-and-coming Marda Loop from the school board in 2012, master-planned the
space and subdivided it, selling off two parcels of land to private developments (a seniors' complex and Frank Lloyd
Wright-inspired luxury condos). It has raised 85 per cent of the $28-million project goal, with funding from the city, the
province, the Calgary Foundation and others — as well as that land sale.

The project is expected not just to make a difference in the neighbourhood, but to help fuel the cultural renewal
happening in Calgary.

"There's an energy here," says Mr. Henry, pointing to projects such as the National Music Centre and the new central
library. "There's wonderful cultural momentum in this city, but what has kind of been passed over is that small,
ground-level arts organization that is struggling for space in this city because of our real estate cycle and our energy
cycle. It's really, really tough on our small non-profits and artists, so we're trying to aggregate that demand into a
powerful, community-building place."


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-0858739627959571&output=html&h=15&slotname=5852100577&adk=2242817448&w=468&lmt=1431550553&flash=17.0.0&url=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Fuser%2FviewFreeUse.act%3Ffuid%3DMTkzMzU2ODI%253D&dt=1431550553108&bpp=36&bdt=395&shv=r20150507&cbv=r20150428&saldr=aa&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&correlator=6848985683969&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-360&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=900&u_w=1440&u_ah=821&u_aw=1440&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=georgia&dfs=11&biw=1367&bih=749&eid=575144603%2C317150304%2C4087072&ref=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Frights%2FprintServiceGroup.act%3Ftag%3D3.8425%3Ficx_id%3D24350361&rx=0&eae=0&fc=24&brdim=0%2C22%2C0%2C22%2C1440%2C22%2C1382%2C821%2C1382%2C749&vis=1&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&fu=256&bc=1&ifi=2&xpc=yxpTfkKNN4&p=http%3A//license.icopyright.net&dtd=287&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&ui=rc:0&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music&kw1=Music+Free&kw2=Gun+License&okw=Music+Free&rt=ChBVU7pYAAQ7eApEjEyPAEhHEgpNdXNpYyBGcmVlGghLzCjmq3iFdCDOus8gKAFIzrrPIFITCMHIkrHNv8UCFYoERQodBUQACw
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act%253Ffuid%253DMTkzMzU2ODI%25253D%26gl%3DCA%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0858739627959571&usg=AFQjCNET_1hf3qGQYQtLJK7P-aJmJpYK6g
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-0858739627959571&output=html&h=15&slotname=5852100577&adk=2242817448&w=468&lmt=1431550553&flash=17.0.0&url=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Fuser%2FviewFreeUse.act%3Ffuid%3DMTkzMzU2ODI%253D&dt=1431550553108&bpp=36&bdt=395&shv=r20150507&cbv=r20150428&saldr=aa&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&correlator=6848985683969&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-360&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=900&u_w=1440&u_ah=821&u_aw=1440&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=georgia&dfs=11&biw=1367&bih=749&eid=575144603%2C317150304%2C4087072&ref=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Frights%2FprintServiceGroup.act%3Ftag%3D3.8425%3Ficx_id%3D24350361&rx=0&eae=0&fc=24&brdim=0%2C22%2C0%2C22%2C1440%2C22%2C1382%2C821%2C1382%2C749&vis=1&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&fu=256&bc=1&ifi=2&xpc=yxpTfkKNN4&p=http%3A//license.icopyright.net&dtd=287&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&ui=rc:0&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music&kw1=Music+Free&kw2=Gun+License&okw=Free+Music&rt=ChBVU7pYAAQ7bgpEjEyPAEhHEgpGcmVlIE11c2ljGgjXHWCjtB_HriDOus8gKAFIzrrPIFITCMHIkrHNv8UCFYoERQodBUQACw
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-0858739627959571&output=html&h=15&slotname=5852100577&adk=2242817448&w=468&lmt=1431550553&flash=17.0.0&url=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Fuser%2FviewFreeUse.act%3Ffuid%3DMTkzMzU2ODI%253D&dt=1431550553108&bpp=36&bdt=395&shv=r20150507&cbv=r20150428&saldr=aa&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&correlator=6848985683969&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-360&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=900&u_w=1440&u_ah=821&u_aw=1440&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=georgia&dfs=11&biw=1367&bih=749&eid=575144603%2C317150304%2C4087072&ref=http%3A%2F%2Flicense.icopyright.net%2Frights%2FprintServiceGroup.act%3Ftag%3D3.8425%3Ficx_id%3D24350361&rx=0&eae=0&fc=24&brdim=0%2C22%2C0%2C22%2C1440%2C22%2C1382%2C821%2C1382%2C749&vis=1&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&fu=256&bc=1&ifi=2&xpc=yxpTfkKNN4&p=http%3A//license.icopyright.net&dtd=287&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&ui=rc:0&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Free+Music&kw1=Music+Free&kw2=Gun+License&okw=Gun+License&rt=ChBVU7pYAAQ7ewpEjEyPAEhHEgtHdW4gTGljZW5zZRoI6uLdi-_NkK8gzrrPICgBSM66zyBSEwjByJKxzb_FAhWKBEUKHQVEAAs
http://license.icopyright.net/user/external.act?publication_id=8425

He adds: "I think for a city of 1.2 million, our artists and our small theatre [companies] deserve a better environment."
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