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I love that we’re taking a century-old building that's been vacant for years and
putting it where it belongs — right back into the community,” said Mayor Naheed
Nenshi.

For us, that community is both local and city-wide. At the same time as it is revived as a
neighbourhood gathering place, cSPACE King Edward will be the home to dozens of small
non-profit organizations and artists starting in 2016. The groundbreaking ceremony
provided us with an opportunity to announce the initial slate of those arts and culture

organizations that have now leased space at the hub:

e Alberta Craft Council

e Alberta Magazine Publishers Association
e The Alexandra Writers Centre Society

e Alliance Francaise

e Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners
e Forte Musical Theatre

e Maria Montessori Education Centre

e StudioC

e Theatre Encounter

Filling 50% of the leasable space in the building, these organizations will bring new life to
the vacant former school as a hub for artistic and community programming. Another
18,000 s.f. of affordable artist studios, flexible offices and organizational workspace will be

made available in mid-2016.

Breaking ground also signalled the mobilization of our construction team to prepare the
site for the many trades that will be restoring and updating the century-old heritage
building. Over the coming weeks, Clark Builders will be protecting historic doors and trim,
together with original terrazzo, tile and slate flooring. The beautiful wood windows are
each being assessed for the detailed restoration process ahead. Mechanical systems will
be decommissioned and existing services disconnected. Careful demolition will allow for
many new features of the building including an oversized elevator to ensure the historic
school is fully accessible. Visible exterior work will begin in June with regrading, trenching

and new underground service installations.
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cSPACE King Edward Groundbreaking - May 13, 2015



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uifVk5jcFnY

