GRADE 8 ARTIST CHOSEN FOR MAYOR NENSHI'S
“HARD-HATTING”
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The connection of Willow Park and the King Edward doesn’t start and end with

Giovanna. Coincidentally, Willow Park’s Principal, Leslie Robertson, had her first Calgary
teaching position at the King Edward. With fond memories of a ‘circus themed artist-in-
residency’ and reenacting stories of elderly members from the local community in a student
drama production, Robertson also reflects that King Edward “has always been a school that
recognized the importance of welcoming our larger community into our learning space”. That
tradition of connecting the arts and community stretches back to William Aberhart, the King
Edward’s original principal in 1913, who brought the very first theatre production in a Calgary
Board of Education facility to life with staff and student actors. Aberhart would later become
7th Premier of Alberta between 1935-1943.

It is the many moments and memories like these that make places resonate and have meaning.
Collaborating with an art school, former teachers, inspiring artists and future creative leaders
made a special event memorable for us as we launch into construction and the next steps of our

transformation at the King Edward.



